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What is Data Literacy? 

Data Literacy is the 
ability to collect, 
manage, evaluate, and 
apply data; in a critical 
manner  



21st  
Century 

Citizens 
•  Globalization and interconnectivity  

•  Evaluation of visualizations and infographics  

Thinking 
•  Problem-solving, critical thinking, and computational 

thinking  

•  Much more complex not simply logic  anymore  

Problems 
•  Big Data explosion  

•  Lack of consistency in knowledge and training  

Skills 
• Shortage of data scientists & data-savvy professionals  

• Essential survival skill 



Public, Private, and Academic Sectors 
Inconsistent 

Misunderstood 

Disparities in talent  

Lacking proper resources, 
support, and training 



Data Literacy Competencies 



Best Practices for Teaching Data Literacy  



Emerging Delivery Methods  

Project-
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Assessment and Evaluation 

The Competencies Matrix, made up of 23 competencies and 64 related 
tasks/skills (Appendix 1), could be used to develop a self-assessment 
tool to help track success.    
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• Post test/survey 

Of students 
engaged in 

learning 
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Data Literacy Competencies Matrix 



Further Information 

For the full report and supplementary resources, please visit 
www.dataliteracy.ca, or for more information, please contact 
Chantel Ridsdale at chantel.ridsdale@dal.ca 
 
Thank you for your time and engagement!  

http://www.dataliteracy.ca/
mailto:chantel.ridsdale@dal.ca


Questions? 


